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A Historical Investigation of Sovereignty-oriented

Education concerning the South China Sea in Early Modern China
WEN Xiaoping
(College of Marxism, Hainan University . Haikou 570228, China;
Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Early modern China experienced a transformation period from the world view to the view
of sovereignty,which was not only reflected in the cognition and interpretation of a series of concepts
centered on sovereignty and state,but also reflected in the enhancement of the collective cognition of
the state and the implementation of sovereignty-oriented education after the awakening of the concept
of state sovereignty. The South China Sea was an important embodiment of the establishment of early
modern China’s concept of state,against the special background of “saving the nation from subjugation
and ensuring its survival”, while the Chinese people then had relatively a poor understanding of the
South China Sea and a weak sense of sovereignty in the face of the expansion and aggression of foreign
powers in the South China Sea. After the Dongsha Islands Negotiations, “Movement of Qiongya Patri-
otic Youth Pledging to Protect the Xisha Islands”,“the Nine Islands Incident” and “the National Gov-
ernment Executing Sovereignty over Xisha and Nansha Islands” and other incidents, the sovereignty-o-
riented education concerning South China Sea in early modern times emerged,developed,and matured.
Strengthening sovereignty-oriented education concerning the South China Sea effectively improved the
people’s understanding of the South China Sea,enhanced their awareness of national sovereignty over
the South China Sea,and constituted a strong evidence of safeguarding our national sovereignty.

Key words: South China Sea; sovereignty-oriented education; awareness of marine sovereignty



